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"“An inspired community of givers investing in the future of a happy and healthy Chilkat Valley”

Grantee Highlight:
Southeast Alaska Independent Living (SAIL)

SAIL is well on its way to fulfilling its ambitious goal of serving 200 individuals in Haines in 2026, thanks in part to a
$4,000 operating support grant from CVCE The i impact of SAILs work in the Chilkat Valley is far-reaching. From helping
: R z young people build skills for their very first jobs, to supporting
individuals returning to work after a serious illness, SAIL provides
a range of practical, person-centered assistance that strengthens
independence and community connection. Staff also assist
| individuals with physical and mental disabilities as they navigate
m Ppublic assistance programs, including food assistance and Medicaid
b| waivers for nursing home care. Veterans can receive support
) in managing in-home care services so they can continue living
independently, and community members recovering from surgery
! can borrow durable medical equipment when they need it most.
These are just a few examples of SAILs community-driven efforts.
At the heart of the organization’s approach is a commitment
to “do with, not for,” empowering individuals to build confidence, skills, and independence. SAIL partners with dozens
of local and state agencies. One example is its partnership with Tongass Federal Credit Union, which helps teach youth
financial skills that contribute to long-term job success. Operating support grants from CVCEF provide essential flexibility,
allowing SAIL to bridge gaps between diverse funding sources, meet matching fund requirements for larger grants, and
show vital local community support for their programs.
CVCEF is happy to be a part of SAILs mission to inspire personal independence throughout the Chilkat Valley.

Another Hot Match

The Alaska Community Foundation and Rasmuson Foundation offered a $10,000
match at the beginning of 2026 to help build CVCF’s Operating Endowment Fund.
Thank you to the wonderful donors who gave generously and secured that match by
early April! All those gifts, and the match, will be invested and each year a portion of
the revenues generated from them will support CVCF’s operations.

We are excited to share another match opportunity starting June 1st! Thanks to pledges from

all the members of the CVCF Advisory Board and some community members serving on CVCF committees,
a new $26,800 match opportunity is in place!

Here’s how this match works. You give to your favorite fund(s) and our Board and committee members will
match your gift with a donation to the Operating Endowment or fund of their choice until we reach the available
$26,800 match amount. That means a $50 gift becomes $100, and $100 becomes $200 — all building the
endowed funds to support grants to nonprofits or to ensure CVCF’s sustainability for years to come.

If you've been waiting for the perfect moment to give, this is it — your support right now creates twice the
investment in CVCF’s endowed funds.

SAIL’s friendly Haines staff:
Cori Stennett, Ashleigh Reed, Janine Allen, Sierra Jimenez
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We Love Hearing From You! CVCEF Grant Cycle Opens in July

We want to ensure you have current contact information. Please remind all of your favorite nonprofits
Amanda Hamell has been an invaluable asset as our Program that the CVCF 2026 grant application cycle opens
Manager the last several years, but as she and her family are on Wednesday, July 15 and will close at 5pm on
moving, Amanda will be training a new PM starting this month, =~ Wednesday, September 9. Because of the healthy
Amelia Nash. And, after more than 9 years of sharing her growth of your numerous donations, there is more than
guidance and wisdom, Liz Heywood is stepping down as our $100,000 to distribute this year.

Chairperson and Sara Chapell is taking over. Thank you for all of your continuing support of our

Please feel free to reach out to Amelia or Sara, or any of your ~ local Chilkat Valley nonprofits through your generous
CVCF Advisory Board members. gifts to CVCF!

People’s Choice Awards

The Advisory Board has set aside $1000 of grant funds for
People’s Choice Awards again this year. These are mini-grants
that are awarded at community events by randomly drawing a
nonprofit name from those that community members have put
into a jar. We awarded a $250 grant to Becky’s Place in February
at a Haines High School basketball game. We will be awarding
the remaining funds throughout the year, including a drawing at
our Donor Appreciation event in June and at our Harriett Hall
information table at the Southeast Alaska State Fair in July.

We hope you will add your favorite nonprofit’s name to the jar!

Congratulations to our 2026 Art Jess Scholarship Recipients

The Art Jess Scholarship Fund has awarded more than $58,000 to Alaskans pursuing post-secondary
education since its inception in 2018. This year, six students will receive a total of $10,350.
‘ Jess’s belief in lifelong learning and social and spiritual advancement spurred creation of this scholarship
. fund, which is open to all Alaskan residents who are either Alaska Native, Native American, and/or Hawaiian
f Native. It’s the only CVCF award that extends outside the Chilkat Valley in order to reach enough applicants,
but preference is given to local indigenous applicants, as well as to students who have already completed a year
of post-secondary education.

CVCF hopes to encourage more local students to apply for the award, with increased outreach planned next year to
Haines and Klukwan schools and local tribal governments. Do you know a student who could use a financial boost to
complete their studies? Send them our way!

This year’s scholarships go to:

Audrey Tate, of Wasilla and Nome ($2,175), to pursue an associate degree in business and management from Alaska Pacific
University (APU);

Arianna Avugiak, of Anchorage and Shishmaref ($2,175), who is working toward a nursing degree at APU;

Shelby Sieminski, of Seward ($1,500), for doctoral studies in physical therapy at Northern Arizona University;

Carter Uttecht, of King Cove ($1,500), studying business administration and entrepreneurship at Boise State University;
Sydney Dieringer, of Fairbanks and Galena ($1,500), who is pursuing a graduate degree in speech and language pathology
at San Diego State University; and

Shandiin Wendell, of Chugiak ($1,500), who is attending University of Alaska-Southeast for a degree in museum studies.
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