
                          Eldred Rock Lighthouse Preservation Association
     The oldest still-standing lighthouse in Alaska is right in the middle of  Lynn

Canal, perched on Eldred Rock. Abandoned for 50 years, Eldred Rock Lighthouse - a 
National Historic Site - is finally getting the restoration it deserves. Efforts toward 
restoration began with volunteers from Haines Sheldon Museum in the 1990s, 
but more recently the Eldred Rock Lighthouse Preservation Association (ERLPA) 
has taken on the massive job. The building’s overall structure - the only concrete, 
octagonal lighthouse left in Alaska - was sound, but almost everything inside had 
to be cleaned up and repaired. The presence of  lead and asbestos required careful 
decontamination of  the interior before the work could even be started. Citizens 
from Haines, Skagway and Juneau have begun the restoration with the goal of  
making the Lighthouse ready to host visitors and offer 
tours in 2023. 
     A major part of  the repairs includes the lantern 
room, damaged by a 2014 winter storm that cracked 

nearly every window of  the eight-sided room and ripped apart its historic wooden 
railing. In 2021, the Chilkat Valley Community Foundation granted ERLPA $1,700 
to help fund the Lantern Room Restoration. Currently underway, repairs are on track 
for being finished in 2023. Although geographically the Lighthouse is not within the 
Chilkat Valley, it is considered a local landmark, and CVCF felt that the local origin 
of  the restoration effort was enough to warrant its support of  the project. Also, these 
renovations will lead to future visitation, which will enhance Chilkat Valley tourism.
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Highlights of Your 2022 Gifts in Action

You helped fund Haines Friends of  
Recycling’s public education program.

Your donation contributed 
to the Haines Dolphins 
Swim Team’s operations.

Your generosity 
supported Chilkat 
Valley Preschool’s 

operations.

Grantee

Highlight



www.chilkatvalleycf.org    907-766-6868                December 2022               PO Box 1117, Haines, AK 99827

2022 Endowment Grants & Scholarships 

Thanks to our donors, the Chilkat Valley Community Foundation’s endowment funds total more 
than $2.5 million!  And these funds will continue to grow since the principal is never spent. Because of your 
ongoing support, $65,130 was awarded this year to twenty-four organizations and eight individuals. 

To view our 2022 Grants video presentation, see our website.

Organization/Individual    Project Title                     Amount
Alaska Avalanche Information Center, Inc. Haines Avalanche Center Operating Support  $2,000
Alaska Avalanche School    Haines Avalanche Safety Courses    $1,800
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Alaska   Expanding Mentoring in Haines    $2,300
Catholic Community Service   Haines Senior Center Operating Support   $3,000
Chilkat Valley Preschool    Operating Support     $1,800
Chilkat Valley Preschool    People’s Choice Award        $200
Chilkoot Indian Association   Tlingit Language Initiative    $1,150
Four Winds Resource Center   Tool Library: Log Splitter                $2,500
Girl Scouts of Alaska    Haines Summer Camp        $500
Haines Animal Rescue Kennel   Certified Pet Emergency Education Classes  $2,500
Haines Assisted Living    New Kitchen Appliances     $2,676
Haines Borough School District   Jenae’s Playground at the Haines School   $5,000
Haines Dolphins Swim Team   Operating Support     $2,500
Haines Friends of Recycling   Recycling Internship     $2,095
Haines Hot Shots    Operating Support                 $2,000 
Haines Little League    Electronic Scoreboard     $3,000
Haines Presbyterian Church               Haines Ministerial Association’s Woodsheds on Loan $1,310
Haines Sheldon Museum & Cultural Center Digital Access Capital Project    $2,400
Hospice of Haines    Operating Support     $3,200
Lynn Canal Broadcasting    KHNS Radio Equipment & Engineering   $3,000
Lynn Canal Conservation   New Office Computer                 $1,499
RurAL CAP     Haines Head Start & Parents as Teachers       $2,200
Southeast Alaska Independent Living  Operating Support                 $3,000
Takshanuk Watershed Council   Apples and Bears Program                $2,500
The Salvation Army    Haines Corps Food Pantry    $3,000
Art Jess Scholarship Recipients    Eight Students      $8,000

                                         Total Awarded       $65,130
These funds came from:  
Art Jess Scholarship Fund $8,000, Call Family Fund $422, Environmental Fund $2,549,  Fitness & Wellness Fund $2,732, 
Memorial Fund $2919, and the balance came from the CVCF General Endowment Fund.

A special thanks to The Alaska Community Foundation and 
Rasmuson Foundation for all their assistance and support!

2022 Emergency Response Fund Grants: $112,267 
Southeast Alaska Independent Living (SAIL)

$67,900 for disaster recovery assistance 
$5,000 for CIA Case Management support

$ currently held (being distributed by SAIL)

Chilkoot Indian Association (CIA)
$25,000 for disaster recovery assistance 

$14,367 for Long Term Recovery Group Coordinator
Awarding these grants completes the distribution of  the ERF.



$375 K
$450 K

$525 K
$600 K

“Summits for Success” Progress Report: A strong start to a steep climb
     Thank You to all the CVCF donors who have pitched in to help build an Operating Endowment! You have 
secured $47,510 in matching funds this year and brought the OE Fund balance to over $356,000. The goal of  the 
Operating Endowment is to provide for long-term sustainability of  everyday operations at CVCF. Thanks to you, 
we have a strong start. 
     We were initially daunted by the challenge of  building an Operating Endowment. One of  the most difficult tasks 
any organization must do is tend to its own operating expenses.  It’s like home maintenance 
– just not one of  the things that sets our spirits on fire.  Nevertheless, some of  
our other sources of  operating funds are anticipated to shrink in the future, 
so this is an effort CVCF must make.
     Now, because of  your generosity and the support of  The Alaska 
Community Foundation and Rasmuson Foundation, the first big 
steps have been made and that final Summit looks achievable, 
especially with an anonymous donor’s recent $30,000 matching 
challenge. We encourage you, as you support CVCF, to 
designate a portion of  your gift to the Operating Endowment 
to help fulfill this match and keep us climbing these mountains.
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Memorial Fund gifts were made this year in memory of:

Memorial Fund
Started in 2011, the founding donors gave in memory of 

Walter Feit • Ted & Leola Myren • Bud & Shirley Barber • Phil Lende • Sally Vuillet • Roderick William Ross • Hugh Malone • Russell 
Bolick • Martha K. Jones • Wilma Henderson • Lyn Dunbar • Ellen Borders • Madeleine Shields • Stanley G. Laing • Rip Streater • Norm 

Smith, Sr. • Charles & Mary Jo Meizner • Jim & Rachel McDonough • Louis & Hazel Nelson • Dorothy & Clifford Fossman

Babe & Evelyn Badgley
Ellen Borders
Richard Boyce
Joan Terry Comerford
Frank & Lee DeFazio
Zane Valentine Durr

John & Carolyn Giovanini
Linda Graham
Fred Hakkinen
Whitey & Lib Hakkinen
Bob & Wilma Henderson
Valene Hill
Harold & Nikki Hopper

Jenae & David
Marlys Johnson
Gus & Harriett Jurgeleit
Rose Manos
Steve McPhetres
Bruce Osborne

Marion Philips
Jean Ann Sturdevant
Marty Tengs
Alan Traut
Bob Vuillet
Doris Owen Ward

Please join us 
next June for 
our annual 
Donor 
Appreciation 
Event!

CVCF Donor Chip Lende

~  Ways to Give ~
• Pick.Click.Give. when you file for your PFD
• Online at www.chilkatvalleycf.org
• Bequest: contact CVCF or ACF for details
• Living Treasures contribution: honor
       someone special
• Memorial Gifts: donate in memory of  a
        loved one
• Stock options: contact CVCF or ACF for  
        details Thank you 

for your generosity!



Legacy Society donor Dennis Geasan hadn’t thought much about estate planning until a year or so ago.  He had a handwritten 
will, but his girlfriend kept saying he probably should make things more clear.  He followed her advice and set up a revocable trust, 
splitting his estate between his family and charitable organizations, including CVCF.  

Dennis grew up in Ohio, and has lived in Reno, Nevada since 1977.  He and his late wife, Sue Luescher (who passed 
away in 2015), came to Haines on the ferry in August 1994 and stayed for eight days.  They loved it and had a dream of  living 
here.  In 2006 they built a house in Letnikof  Estates, and in 2011 they officially moved here, though they remained snowbirds, 
wintering in Reno.  Dennis, a Geographical Information Systems consultant, is nearly retired, with just one active client.  
He loves the beauty of  the Chilkat Valley and the quiet, relaxed quality of  life here.  He  
bicycles, hikes and skis, enjoying the outdoors.

Dennis was a community member on the CVCF grantmaking committee in 2021. When 
he was asked to join the Advisory Board, he said yes, and has been an active member since. 
This is his first serious volunteer effort, and it’s great to have him on the board.  

As for his legacy donation, Dennis said, “It seems like the right thing to do.  I like the 
concept of  funds being invested and generating returns for grant money each year.  It gives 
my donation a longer life.” 

CVCF welcomes Legacy Society commitments, which can be made by naming CVCF 
in your will or as a beneficiary of  an insurance policy or IRA.  Your legacy gift helps ensure 
our community will be healthy and happy for years to come.

Welcome to Our New Program Manager
Please help us welcome our new Program Manager, Cindy Zuluaga Jimenez, to the 

CVCF team!  Cindy will be spending up to nine and a half  hours per week working closely 
with The Alaska Community Foundation, which funds most of  her salary, as well as with our 
local CVCF Advisory Board. 

Originally from Colombia, Cindy has lived many places but has continually migrated 
north, finally moving to Haines in 2019. Living in the Chilkat Valley is a dream come true for 
this outdoors aficionado, who especially enjoys foraging and fishing.  

Cindy is very tech-savvy, has great communication skills, and has assisted nonprofits 
in navigating grant applications in the past. She has a BS in Biology and a Master’s degree 
in International Environmental Policy, and brings many organizational skills to CVCF.  She 
looks forward to getting to know people better, building relationships and helping nonprofits’ 
projects get started, continue and flourish.  “There needs to be a pipeline from idea to end,”       

 she says, and Cindy wants to help organizations ensure their programs go forward.  
Cindy owns a small farm where she does compost research with her fiancé, two dogs, and some geese and ducks.  She skis, 

hikes, paddles and fishes.  She learned to weave in Guatemala, and most recently is learning Chilkat weaving.  
We want to say a big “Thank You!” to our previous Program Manager, Katie Craney. Katie was a creative and solid anchor 

through several difficult COVID years, and we greatly appreciate her work for CVCF. We wish her much success with her 
family business, Sockeye Cycle.

www.chilkatvalleycf.org    907-766-6868                December 2022               PO Box 1117, Haines, AK 99827

 Legacy Gifts:  Plan Now, Give Later

Dennis Geasan & Luna

The Living Treasures Program
gives people an opportunity, when they give to any fund, to publicly honor and thank individuals they value who have 

made a difference in their lives. This year, donors honored the following individuals as Living Treasures:
1st Responders to the 
    December Disaster
Cynthia Allen
Wendy Bergstrand
Sally Boisvert

Greg Brittenham
JoAnn Ross Cunningham
Nancy DeCherney & the Hopper Clan
Haines Community Volunteers
Liz Heywood
Heather Lende

Tim McDonough & Ann Myren
Chuck Mitman and ALL the Uglys
Doris Peck
Sharon Samuels
Stephanie Scott
Nishan & Susan Weerasinghe

Cindy Zuluaga Jimenez



Community Champion – $5,000 and up

The ADD Group 
Melissa Aronson 
Gregg Bigsby & Beth
    MacCready 
Jerry & Barb Blood 
Constantine Mining LLC 

*James Alborough & Tigger Posey 
Thom & Lisa Andriesen 
Association of Alaska School Boards 
Al & Crystal Badgley 
Tim Brabets 
Bill Broste 
Chilkat Valley News 
Ladd Coates 
Ted Cornutt & Stephanie Yard 
Deborah Davis 
John Etheridge & Jennie Moiso 

Community Advocate – $250 - $999
Bill & Karen Evenden 
Bill Finlay & Nancy McGrew 
*Dennis Geasan 
Gomi’s Garden 
Haines Real Estate 
Dean Heard & Chiska Derr 
Glen & Alison Jacobson 
CJ Jones 
Tim June & Sue Nelson 
Bob & Lisa Krebs 
Dr. Aaron Kusano 

Larry & Ellen Larson 
Dave & Pam Long 
*Russ Lyman & Cynthia Allen 
Betsy Lyons 
Malia Hayward Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Adam & Emily McMahan 
The McPhetres Family 
Chuck Mitman & Lea Harris 
Dwight & Nancy Nash 
Dave Nussbaumer & Molly Sturdevant 
Greg & Marianne Rasmussen 

Glen & Marcia Scott 
Wayne Selmer 
Burl Sheldon & 
    Nancy Berland 
Ray & Connie Staska 
Susan Trout 
Ben Williams & 
    Gretchen Roffler 
Tracy Wirak-Cassidy 
Anonymous (1)

Community Leader – $1,000 - $4,999
Tom & Mila Cosgrove 
Matthew Craig & Terry Mulligan 
Chris & Kathy Crenshaw 
*Steve & JoAnn Ross Cunningham 
Susan Elliott 
Tom & Carolyn Ganner 
Tom Henderson 

*Tom & Liz Heywood 
*Jim & Anna Jurgeleit 
*Diz Kistler & Mardell Gunn 
Lutak Lumber & Supply 
Keith Mahler & Linda Smith 
Michael Marks & Lorrie Dudzik 
Matisse Capital 

*Tim McDonough & Ann Myren 
Margaret Piggott 
Norm Smith & Suzanne Vuillet-Smith 
Ron & Jean Smith 
Rodger & Fran Tuenge 
Anonymous (1)  
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CVCF Donors
November 16, 2021 - November 15, 2022

    Luke Hedrick Lynn Canal Corporation 
Rasmuson Foundation 

*Ron Stotz & Nancy Bandy 
The Alaska Community Foundation

Anonymous (5) 

Community Partner – Up to $249
Drew Degen & Sandy 
    June-Degen 
Mike Denker & Lisa Blank 
Charlie & Toni DeWitt 
Scott Doddridge 
Pete Dohrn & Jenn Allen 
Rick & Kay Dunning 
Brian & Sarah Elliott 
Caroline Elliott 
*Thomas Ely 
Ruth Fairall 
Beth Fenhaus 
Ginger Fletcher 
Bob & Christy Fowler 
Ashlyn, Brinley, Kaeden & 
    Taylor Ganey 
Michael & Melissa Ganey
Gardner/Boisvert Family 
Amy Gash 
Mary Giovanini
Clay Good & Claire Fordyce 
Greg & Carole Goodman 
Gary Graham 
Tresham Gregg & 
    Audrey Smith 
*Vince & Jansy Hansen 
Wendell Harren 
Marilyn Harrold 

Ed & Yuko Hays 
Andy Hedden & 
    Jessica Edwards 
Bonnie Hedrick 
Judy Heinmiller
Sylvia Heinz 
John & Gretchen Hennessy 
Ira & Alissa Henry 
*Frank & Ramona Holmes
Larry & Teresa Hura 
Terry & Judy Jacobson 
Al & Michelle Jensen 
Asher & Hayden Jimenez
Carlos & Sierra Jimenez
Bill Jurewitz & Julie
    Korsmeyer 
Larry Jurgeleit & Nelle 
    Greene-Jurgeleit
Diane Kaplan 
Jim & Chris Kelly 
Chris & Deb Kemp 
Randall Konrad & 
    Christine Nagy 
The Kraft/Johnson Family 
Donna Krause 
Barb Kull 
Diane LaCourse 
Chip & Heather Lende 

Sue Libenson 
Toni Mallott
* Deborah Marshall 
Laurie Mastrella 
Dave & Valery McCandless 
Rafe McGuire & 
    Sally Boisvert 
Tom & Sally McGuire 
Jan McPhetres 
Theo Mollett & Joan Terry 
Larysa Murray 
Ben & Ilse Myren, Jr. 
John & Lynn Nowak 
Erik & Krista Pages 
Woody Pahl & 
    Jackie St. Clair 
Dana Perreard 
John & Kimberly Pistner 
Scott & Mandy Ramsey 
Pam Randles 
Mandy Reigle & 
    Cori Stennett 
Susan Rex 
Judith Rogers 
Kate Saunders 
Shel & Jean Scarrott 
Greg Schlachter 

Cynde Adams 
Alaska Wildsides, Inc. 
Janine Allen 
Antoinette Alt 
James Asper & Bridget Smith 
Linn & Mary Asper 
Joanne Bailey 
Beach Roadhouse 
Dave & Jana Berry 
Julia Billings 
Patricia Blank 
Stan & Kate Boor 
Lucinda Boyce 
Arlene Brooks 
Brookside Woods Book Club 
Patty Brown 
Sean Bryant 
Dylan Chapell 
Chilkat Valley Acupuncture
    & Oriental Medicine 
Chad & Stacey Clark 
Kyle Clayton 
Kay Clements 
Gershon & Kerry Cohen 
The Cordes Family
Anthony Crupi 
Becky Davidson 
Eben & Natalie Dawson 

Tim Shields & Kathy 
    Holmes 
Michelle Shinew & Family 
Shelly Sloper 
Joan Marrin Smith 
Molly Smith & Suzanne 
    Blue Star Boy 
Joan Snyder 
Mark Sogge & Cecily Stern 
Gina St. Clair 
Kimberley Strong 
Paul Swift & Anne Boyce 
Rich & Judy Tolles 
Bill & Mary Jane Valentine 
Gene & Renee VanDePutte 
Paul Wheeler & 
    *Jeanne Kitayama
Matt Whitman & 
    Leslie Evenden 
Chun Williamson 
Marilyn Wilson 
Todd & Amber Winkel 
Jim & Carol Anne Wolfe 
Nene Wolfe 
Anonymous (12)

Note: * denotes Legacy 
Society Members



  

Your Gifts Support Local Nonprofits!
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Chilkat Valley Community Foundation
P.O. Box 1117
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CVCF Advisory Board
Liz Heywood, Chair
Anna Jurgeleit, Vice-Chair
Connie Staska, Treasurer
Crystal Badgley, Secretary
Cynthia Allen, Janine Allen, 
Thom Ely, Carolyn Ganner, 
Dennis Geasan, Betsy Lyons, 
Chuck Mitman, Ann Myren, 
Marcia Scott, Molly Sturdevant, 
Chun Williamson

CVCF Program Manager
Cindy Zuluaga Jimenez

CVCF Committee Members
Austin Badger, Sara Chapell, 
Melissa Ganey, Bonnie Hedrick, 
Lani Hotch, Sierra Jimenez, 
Chip Lende, Erica Loomis, 
Lucy Lundergan, Russ Lyman, 
Jessie Morgan (Skweit), 
Suzanne Vuillet-Smith, Fran Tuenge, 
Katie Wendel

CVCF Vision: An inspired community of givers 
investing in the future of a happy and healthy Chilkat Valley.

Southeast Alaska 
Independent Living’s 

Haines Branch

Haines Animal 
Rescue Kennel

Takshanuk Watershed Council

Haines 
Avalanche 

Center


